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I observed that a note to the orator from Tim Healy was passed along the benches. *
"FJE." published it in Contemporary Personalities when he was the Earl of Birkenhead,
and the writer was His Excellency, the Governor of the Irish Free State.   "I am
old, and you are young," wrote the famous Parliamentary gladiator, "but you have
beaten me at my own game."
Even Liberals, affronted by his gibes, could not but admire the brilliance of
"FJE/s" oratorical fireworks. They were the subject of everyone's talk in the
Lobby. Every dispassionate listener recognised that here was a young man of
extraordinary talent.
"Then felt I like some watcher of the skies
When a new planet swims into his ken."
The greatest achievement of Campbell-Bannerman's brief period of power was
the establishment of self-government in the Transvaal and Orange Free State. It
has been aptly said that the Union of South Africa is the best monument to his memory.
The transformation, so useful to us in the first Great War, which was brought about
by "C-B.'s" policy, became vivid in my sight when in 1909 I saw General Botha on
the steps of the throne at the passage of the Union Bill in the House of Lords.
A never-forgotten Churchillian phrase sprang out of the controversy on Chinese
indentured labour on the Rand. The system, passionately denounced as slavery by
Liberals when in Opposition, could not be abandoned at once, and Churchill,
now Under-Secretary for the Colonies, daringly said it could not be classified as
slavery in the extreme acceptance of the word without some risk of "terminological
inexactitude." When that periphrasis has been used in recent years its author
has greeted his youthful essay with a veteran's tolerant smile.
A phrase by the Prime Minister rang round the world. Representatives of the
Duma, set up in Russia, attended an inter-Parliamentary meeting and on the day that
"C-B." addressed it in the Royal Gallery news came of the Tsar's suspension of the
body in which high hopes had been placed. La Duma est morte, vive la Duma,
he boldly exclaimed. Diplomatic heads were shaken at the words; it was feared
that they might give offence to Autocracy. But they did not prevent the Convention
in the following year, which relieved our apprehensions of Russian infiltration in
Central Asia, and the menace to India.
Haldanc was among the Ministers who distinguished themselves in the
administrative sphere where much was accomplished. Armchair Colonels sneered
at the lawyer and philosopher in the role of War Minister, and supercilious politicians
wearied of his appeal in long speeches for dear thinking. But he proved the greatest
War Minister since CardwelL The country had reason to be grateful to him for
the organisation of the Expeditionary Force and the Territorial Army and the
creation of the General Staff.
In legislation the Government was at the mercy of the Peers. A considerable
number of measures reached the Statute Book, among them the long-disputed
Bill, promoted by private members, to legalize marriage with a deceased wife's
sister; and a Bill to qualify women as Councillors or Aldermen in County and
Borough Councils; but several important Government Bills, passed by the Commons,
were either fatally altered or rejected outright by the House of Lords. In these
circumstances the issue bequeathed by Gladstone to his party was taken up, and a